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Castle Quay Waterfront will act as a link between neighbouring sites such as the Spiceball Leisure Centre, The Mill and 
the existing Castle Quay Shopping Centre, improving connectivity within the town centre and ensuring a dynamic evening 
economy for residents and visitors alike.

The principle contractor is McLaren, working for Cherwell District Council. After many years of working together with 
McLaren and the project Engineers, Couch Consulting Engineers, to develop the foundations for the project, All Foundations 
were awarded the piling contract which commenced in August 2019, running for 22 weeks. 

The piling works involved the installation of Continuous Flight Auger, CFA bearing piles with diameters ranging from 300 
to 600mm, two contiguous bored pile walls, and a sheet piled wall. Permanent steel casings were installed up to depths of 
6.0m on a proportion of the piles due to their close proximity to Thames Water Assets.

The programme of construction works was phased to minimise the impact on the local community, and we worked 
closely with McLaren to keep the local community regularly informed of all key developments. The project team and 
subcontractors were based on the top floor of the former BHS unit, situated within the Castle Quay Shopping Centre, for 
the duration of the construction works which enabled close communication and collaboration between all parties. 

Block A is the site of the new Premier Inn positioned in a very tight space between the Grand Union Canal and the shopping 
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The Development:
This landmark regeneration project will 
rejuvenate the canal side in Banbury, with 
the arrival of  Castle Quay Waterfront. This 
development will deliver new restaurants 
and leisure facilities, anchored by a new Lidl 
supermarket, a Light Cinema and Premier Inn 
hotel, which will help to position Castle Quay 
as a vibrant, mixed-use destination.

centre multi storey car park. 

Access to this site presented the greatest 
challenge as the only access available for 
all construction plant and materials was 
via a narrow, live pedestrian walkway 
between the shopping centre and the car 
park. Every delivery had to be carefully 
marshalled in and out of the site with the 
larger pieces of equipment, for example 
piling, being moved either in the evening, 
or very early in the morning, whilst the 
shopping centre was closed. 

Together with the bearing piles, a 600mm 
diameter contiguous bored pile wall was 
installed. These piles all incorporated 
permanent 6m long, thick wall steel 
casings to facilitate future deep drainage 
works.



CASE STUDIES BANBURY

www.allfoundations.co.uk T. 01773 510 711

Block B is the site of the new Light Cinema and restaurants 
positioned between the Grand Union Canal, Spice Ball Park 
Road and the Banbury Social Club. 

Due to the size of this site and the complexity of the design 
of the foundation and piling arrangement the site was split 
into six different areas. Each area was set at a different 
piling platform level, with some areas being further split 
into three sub-areas, equating to some twenty different 
sections which necessitated two separate mobilisations for 
the main works. 
A further visit was required to install a number of piles 
with a restricted access rig once certain elements of the 
structure had been constructed.

By far the most challenging aspect of this site was the 
movement of plant and equipment between the numerous 
working areas and platforms to suit the ongoing release of 
the design information whilst achieving key milestones for 
the follow on trades. All Foundations worked very closely 
with McLaren, their groundwork subcontractor Hannon Brothers, and Couch Consulting Engineers to maintain continuity 
whilst ensuring that the works were carried out safely. This was particularly crucial as some of the piles were installed tight to 
the back of the canal tow path which remained live throughout.

In addition to the bearing piles, a number of which were installed with permanent steel casings to protect the adjacent 
Thames Water assets, a 600mm diameter contiguous bored pile was installed to support the Social Club. This also enabled 
the necessary excavation to be carried out allowing the installation of the new culverts whilst providing permanent support 
to bridge the new structure over the culvert.

To enable the reconfiguration of the Social Club car park a sheet piled wall was also designed and installed which provided 
permanent support to Spice Ball Park Road. 

Block C is the site of the new Lidl Supermarket and car park positioned between Spice Ball Park Road and the River Cherwell. 

As with Block B, a significant number of piles in this area were installed with permanent steel casings to protect the existing 
Thames Water asset. A key logistical challenge here was establishing a construction sequence for those pile groups adjacent 
to Spice Ball Park Road that would save on extensive temporary works being required to support the highway. This was 
successfully developed with all parties, which allowed this key aim to be delivered.

Due to the release of design information the works on this section were successfully carried out in two visits. 

All Foundations were proud to be a key part of this complex and challenging project. We installed 2,129 piles equating to a 
staggering 20,000 liner meters of pile, utilising 300 tons of steel and 9,000 tons of concrete. Operating up to 3no. piling rigs 
the works were completed ahead of time and below budget despite the extreme weather!

Total Number of Piles: 2,129

300mm dia -  848m
450mm dia-  13,939.80m
600mm dia -  4,982.6m
Total 19,770 lm of pile.

Total weight of Steel:  306t

Concrete: 9,000 t

PR
OO

F


