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Client: 
B&K Building Services Limited
Site: 
Church Wharf, Batchworth Lock, Rickmansworth
Project: 
Premier Inn & Travis Perkins unit, Rickmansworth
Description of works: 
Demolition of All Existing Buildings & Design & Construction of 
a New Industrial Unit for Travis Perkins, A New 92 Bed Hotel for 
Premier Inn & Associated External Works

Phase 1
Premier Inn Site
All Foundations were awarded the foundation sub-contract comprising of piling and installing 
our Level Innovative Piled Slab system for a new Premier Inn building.

A Soilmec SF50 rig was employed to install 300mm diameter piles. Once the piles were in place, 
All Foundations supplied and installed our in-house designed Lips foundation slab. We were 
able to deliver a complete “one stop” foundation package at reduced construction costs and a 
considerably reduced programme period for our client.

We also installed full drainage beneath the slab and to the main connection points on site, this 
included the pop ups for our installers to incorporate within the slab construction. These all 
needed to be very accurately positioned as they would be used by following trades to complete 
the internal plumbing to the bathrooms, toilets and facility areas within the hotel.

In addition, a gas membrane was laid and sealed around each pile position by an approved 
installer working under our full supervision. This was certified on completion for compliance by 
an external third party approved inspector.

A 50mm concrete working surface was then laid to act as protection to the gas membrane and 
to enable All Foundations to lay the reinforcement as part of the LIPS slab. Before reinforcement 
could be placed a shutter was fixed in place around the perimeter of the slab footprint.

At all times the works are being monitored to 
ensure lines and levels are maintained for the 
accuracy of the finished building, this included a lift 
pit which had to be installed to
very high tolerances.

The slab was designed in two halves, one half to 
receive a timber frame building, the other to receive 
a more traditional steel frame. We had to set out 
and install the holding down bolts to very high 
tolerances within our slab construction.
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LIPS slab dimensions 948m² x 350mm thick, 
which equates to approximately 340m³ of 
concrete poured in one day using a 50m concrete 
boom pump and specially trained operatives to 
ensure the correct tolerances on the level of the 
slab were achieved.

The following day the shutter was removed 
and after allowing the slab to cure, the gas 
membrane was then lapped and sealed up the 
sides of the slab to ensure a gas tight finish.

Concrete cubes were taken at 50m³ intervals, cured and then crushed to ensure the slab 
achieved the required strength. Integrity testing was also carried out to all installed piles. 
These procedures are just a part of our ongoing Quality Assurance procedures.

Phase 2
Travis Perkins Unit
Following a successful first phase we moved on to the second slab installation.

Once the area had been prepared we set out the pile positions to our engineered drawings, 
and then installed 124no 300mm diameter Contiguous Flight Auger (CFA) piles using a 
Llamada PT105 piling rig.

The slab was installed pretty much as the Premier Inn with the added inclusion of a layer of 
rigid insulation.

LIPS slab dimensions 1135m² x 375mm average giving a concrete pour of 425m³. The pour, 
(which incidentally was undertaken in the open elements) had to receive a power float 
finish, so good weather was crucial as the floating of the slab would go on late into the 
evening. The concrete used on the day was supplied by a fleet of 7 concrete wagons on 
permanent turnaround. The works started at 0730 and were fully completed by 2230 hours 
that evening.

The job went like a military operation and our team together with Bowmer & Kirkland site 
staff ensured minimum disruption to the neighbouring properties and public road traffic 
lanes immediately outside of the site.

Phil Halford - Head of LIPS
These 2 prestigious sites are a credit to our 
business. The speed of installation and quality 
of finished work was exemplary, and our 
grateful thanks must go out to the entire team 
involved for their dedication above and
beyond the call of duty.


